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I. ORIGIN AND OBJECTIVES OF THE IBEROAMERICAN MINISTERIAL MEETING 

A. Background

Global Context

Energy is a priority because it is a prerequisite for development, and increasing access to reliable energy services is vital for the fight against poverty. Further, as agreed at the World Summit on Sustainable Development
 (WSSD) 2002, sustainable energy services are essential to both social and economic development, and that much wider and greater access to energy is critical in achieving the sustainable development targets of the United Nations Millennium Declaration.
There are about 2 billion people in the world without access to modern energy services, mostly in the developing countries, and the real challenge is to provide alternative energy solutions and options that would address issues of accessibility and affordability, and at the same time, promote energy security for these people on a sustainable basis.
Within overall context of global energy scenario, renewable energy has assumed a critical role in the energy supply chain in meeting the rising demand for energy, especially in the developing countries, besides addressing serious environmental and economic threats of climate change. Nowadays it has been generally assumed,  that the timely development and effective diffusion of renewable energy resources and technologies could help the developing world in realizing important economic, environmental and social objectives. However, the benefits provided by renewable energy will differ among and within countries, depending on the local situation, availability of resource base, technology and investment options, emerging energy markets and linked social concerns. Among the concrete benefits that can flow from increased use of renewable energy, are enhanced security of energy supply at both national and local levels, stimulation of economic growth and jobs creation (often in rural areas). Providing energy in a sustainable way by promoting renewable energy in those remote rural areas, where conventional sources of energy are being used currently, helps in poverty alleviation and protection of the environment at all levels which at the same time, also reduces the threat of climate change.

Given the high rise in oil prices in the recent times and growing environmental concerns on excessive use of fossil fuels, both developed and developing countries face a unique opportunity to increase investments in harnessing the full potential of renewable sources of energy, and enhance their energy security. Over the next 25 years, global investments in energy-supply infrastructure are projected to be in the range of $16 trillion. The opportunity is to orient a large and increasing share of these investments towards renewable energy, in order to advance the transition to a global energy system for sustainable development.

One of the key elements of UNIDO’s energy strategy is to alleviate energy poverty by improving access for the poor through increased use of renewable energy. Keeping this in view, UNIDO is closely involved in demonstration of renewable energy technologies for rural electrification, enhancing productive uses and promoting industrial applications. 
Regional Context - Latin America.
Latin American (LA) countries are currently going through a period of economic and industrial development. New development agenda for the region is being consolidated, in which reducing poverty and inequity are priority policy objectives for many of the region’s governments and regional / multilateral institutions.

The regional energy scenario in the LA is characterized by energy needs far in excess of energy supply, remote rural areas yet to be connected to grid, continued over-dependence on conventional sources of energy, low pace of energy efficiency improvement, small contribution of power from renewable sources of energy and severe shortage of capital for additional capacity building in the power sector.

According to a report about energy situation in the LA region prepared by the OLA Project in 2005 under the OPET Network - European Commission, there are vast areas in the region yet to be connected to grid, or have inadequate supply of reliable energy services. In Central America alone, 3.5 million households do not have access to basic electricity services, and even in South America, the electrification rate in the rural areas of some countries ranged between 50 to 73% in 2003. 

Given the high costs and rising demand for fossil fuels to provide for electricity, transport and basic energy services, almost all the countries in the LA region have given priority to the increased use of renewable sources of energy. There are a number of ongoing renewable energy initiatives at the regional and national level supported by multi/bilateral and national agencies to promote renewable energy technologies. However, vast potential and possibilities of renewable energy technologies are yet to be realized for meeting the growing rural energy needs and productive use activities including industrial applications. There are a number of financial, institutional, technical, information and human resource barriers that constrain the increased use of renewable energy technologies in the LA region.

At the regional level, the recently created Iberoamerican General Secretary (SEGIB), the organ that provides institutional technical and administrative support to the Iberoamerican Conference, including the Iberoamerican Summit, is encouraging UNIDO to promote a meeting between country representatives at the ministerial level in order to tackle the current energy situation in the region, and to establish long-term strategic targets as well as action plans to specifically promote renewable energy technologies for productive uses in the LA region. Also, the Government of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay through the Ministry of Industry, Energy and Mining and the Foreign Affairs Ministry, has expressed its strong interest to join hands with SEGIB and UNIDO, offering Uruguay as host country in which such a high-level meeting can be held.  


With the joint efforts of the Iberoamerican General Secretary (SEGIB) and the Government of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay, this Iberoamerican Ministerial Meeting in Montevideo will facilitate the establishment of a Regional Programme that will aid LA counties to develop and adopt the measures required to address successfully some of the key energy-related issues in the region. The Regional Programme will be discussed and approved by the ministers during the Meeting, and implemented there after.

B. Objectives

The proposed Iberoamerican Ministerial Meeting at Uruguay will enable discussions and dialogue on the potential of renewable energy for meeting the rising demand for energy, and possible industrial applications, especially in the SME sector from the point of view of technical, economic and institutional concerns, and development perspectives in the LA region. It will provide an opportunity for policy makers, experts and planners from the LA region to review and discuss the present status, barriers and opportunities, commercialization efforts, and agree on a regional cooperation programme to harness the potential of renewable energy technologies in meeting the growing energy needs, especially in the context of economic and social realities in the LA region. 

It is anticipated that a constructive discussion on the key issues on renewable energy will lead to a better understanding of the present status and the opportunities being offered by these technologies to provide modern energy services including possible industrial applications in the LA region. One of the main objectives of the meeting will be to set up a Regional Observatory that will facilitate information sharing related to renewable energy technologies, according to the priority needs and possibilities in the LA region.
UNIDO in close cooperation with SEGIB and the Government of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay will jointly organize the proposed meeting of ministers and policy makers, and coordinate preparation of the background papers and presentations to be made, and lead the discussions. 

The Meeting will cover, among others, the following key themes - (a) present status and experience gained world over in general and the LA region in particular, on the use and applications of renewable energy technologies within overall global energy scenario, (b) the potential, issues and opportunities specific to the LA region, (c) ongoing regional projects, networks and programmes, (d) existing policy and institutional framework, (e) the key role that can be played by the renewable energy technologies in meeting the growing energy needs in the LA region, and (f) agreement on a regional cooperation programme to give a boost to wide scale adoption of renewable energy technologies in the LA region.

UNIDO Regional Programme – Regional Observatory

Complementing the on-going initiatives in the Region, UNIDO’s Regional Programme is intended to establish a regional observatory, which would act as a coordination mechanism to enhance investments in the field of renewable energy in the LA region, and in the process, help in reducing poverty by promoting the economic and industrial development.

UNIDO Regional Knowledge Observatory will provide substantive information and high quality practical support to all the different potential stakeholders involved in renewable energy issues at the regional and national levels. It will also take into full consideration all on-going projects and programmes in the region concerning sustainable energy in general and renewable energy in particular (networks, programmes, etc.). It is envisaged to establish a strong link with ongoing initiatives in order to obtain synergies and good practices that can be further replicated.

Two main areas of activities have been identified, which will have special relevance to the operation of the proposed observatory:

I.
Establish and maintain a Knowledge Inventory to:

· Keep updated information records of the state of the art of renewable energy technologies at the national, regional and global level;

· Evaluate the energy needs and link the opportunity for productive uses with the different renewable energy technology options ;
· Analyse the market and investment conditions for specific renewable energy technologies throughout the region;

· Assess regulatory framework and the accessibility to financial mechanisms at the national, regional and international level, in order to promote a legally and financially sound investment environment for realizing the full potential of renewable energy in the region.

· Analyse the regulatory framework that affects the development of renewable energy sources.

The Inventory will assume special relevance, when seen in the context of informed decisions to be taken by the Governments in the region on overall energy policy planning that have national and regional implications.

II. Based on the Renewable Energy Assessments, UNIDO’s Regional Programme will offer to the countries, specific interventions at the national and local level, through technical cooperation mechanisms. 
In brief, the Regional Observatory will have an active role in assisting the participating countries, among others, in four key areas:

a) Cultural and Educational:
· Capacity building within the country’s educational network, promoting renewable energy technologies at the highest educational level at universities, study centres and technical schools. 

· Disseminate information on the potential of renewable energy and related know-how at all levels; and sensitise key stakeholders about the advantages of renewable energy.
b) Regulatory Framework:
· The Observatory would offer the possibility to attend specific needs of the national and local Governments, especially concerning modification of the legal system/regulatory framework in order to enhance investments in the field of renewable energy.
c) Technological:

· Strengthening the regional, national and local technology development.
· Selecting, validating and adapting best practices from other regions (South-South Cooperation, as well as North – South cooperation).

d) Managerial:


· Implementing specific projects related to renewable energy for productive uses.

· Establishing management centres to provide services to the local agents at different levels (feasibility studies, market analysis, relations with suppliers, financial advise etc.)

Keeping in view the different requests made by the countries, UNIDO will establish and make accessible a feasibility mechanism that will provide all the preparatory elements needed in terms of design, structure, operational mechanisms etc. (feasibility level) in order to create the basis that will consolidate and make operational the actions requested in a sustainable manner.

II. ORGANIZATION OF THE IBEROAMERICAN MINISTERIAL MEETING 
A.
Date and venue 

The Iberoamerican Ministerial Meeting will be held for two days at the Technological Laboratory of Uruguay (LATU) at Montevideo, Uruguay, on 26 and 27 September 2006. 

On the third day (28 September), a half-day Workshop on programmes and project development in the framework of the Observatory will be held for those participants interested in collaborating under the proposed Regional Programme
. 

B.
Organization of work

The Meeting will comprise of about 100 high level participants, including the Ministers of Energy from more than 15 countries. The provisional agenda of the Meeting is given in annex I. To promote a constructive discussion on the key issues, it is envisaged to prepare discussion papers and organize four round tables dealing with specific thematic areas covering four key renewable energy technologies. For that purpose, resource persons will be invited from the leading institutions as well as representatives from the private sector from the region as well as from other places. Such an arrangement would facilitate the preparation and promotion of the specific deliverables expected at the Meeting. 

During the sessions to be held on the first day of the Meeting, international and national experts will present the current status and general aspects of the global energy scenario, the regional context and potential of renewable energy technologies in the LA region This would be followed by a presentation on the proposed regional programme, and discussions to arrive at an agreement on its modalities, funding and institutional framework.

On the second day, there will be presentations at four round tables followed by discussions on some of the key issues such as barriers, problem areas and potential opportunities for renewable energy in the LA region.

A comprehensive report summarizing the key issues, major points of discussion as well as the conclusions of the ministerial debate and the round tables, will be also prepared. Thus, the recommendations will be very useful for the further development and implementation of the Regional Programme.

At the same time, a Renewable Energy Technology Exhibition will take place at LATU, in order to expose the latest developments in the field of renewable energy technologies.
C.
Attendance and confirmation of participation

The participants to be invited to attend the Meeting for two days may be divided into the following groups:

(a) Ministers and senior level officials from the Ministries of Energy, 
(b) Private and public sector companies active in the field of renewable energy in the region; 

(c) Universities, NGOs, Resource Institutions and Experts working in the field of renewable energy technologies in the region;

(d) 
(e) Participants from the Multi/bilateral agencies.

Each participant invited will be requested to confirm its participation by fax and/or e-mail to a focal point designated by the organizers. The full name, organization, title and contact address of each participant should be clearly indicated in confirmation message. 

D.
Working languages 
The deliberations at the Ministerial Level Meeting will be conducted in Spanish, Portuguese and English with the Government of Uruguay and SEGIB providing the due interpretation support.

III. FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS AND ACCOMMODATION

UNIDO will meet costs on hiring the international and national experts that will be invited to participate in the ministerial debates, and lead the discussion at the Roundtables.

A.
UNIDO – Government of Uruguay and SEGIB Co-operation

A Letter of Intent between SEGIB, the Government of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay and UNIDO establishing clear roles and responsibilities for the preparation of the Iberoamerican Ministerial Meeting has been signed by Mr. Jorge Lepra (Minister of Industry, Energy and Mining of the Government of Uruguay), Mr. Enrique Iglesias (Secretary General of the Ibero-American Summit) and by Mr. Kandeh Yumkella (Director-General of UNIDO) on the 6 April, Madrid (attachment II).

B. Participating organizations, institutions and officials

Participants in general invited to the Meeting (excluding governmental bodies and those corresponding to point A.) will be responsible for their own travel and visa arrangements and costs and daily food, lodging and incidental expenses.

C. Exclusion of liability 

UNIDO will not assume responsibility for the following expenditures:

(a)
Costs incurred for travel insurance, accident insurance, medical bills and hospitalization fees;

(b)
Compensation in the event of death, disability or illness;
(d)
Loss or damage to personal property;
D. Visa and passport requirements

Before leaving their home countries, international participants should complete all formalities regarding entry and transit visas or travel permits that may be required for travel to Uruguay and the return journey to their home countries or duty stations.

E.
Logistic arrangements
The Government of Uruguay and SEGIB will take care of logistic arrangements in order to acquire a successful organization of the meeting at Montevideo.

F.
Time of arrival and departure
The meeting will start on 26 September and end on 27 September 2006. 
G. The Venue

Montevideo is a metropolitan capital city of Uruguay. Montevideo is situated in the south of the country. The geographic coordinates are 34.5° S, 56°W.The climate is mild, with average temperatures of approximately 13°C, achieving 35°C in summer. The city has a population of 1.35 million out of a total of 3.43 million in the country as a whole. Montevideo is served by Carrasco International Airport.

More information on Montevideo can be found at the URL: www.montevideo.gub.uy
H.
Contact persons

UNIDO



Mr. Gustavo Aishemberg



Mr. Antonio Assefh

Director, Regional and Field 



Head of Regional Office

Coordination Branch 




Montevideo, Uruguay

Vienna, Austria.




Tel: (+59) 829018450
Tel: (+43-1) 26026 3331



E-mail: aassefh@unido.org.uy 


E-mail: g.aishemberg@unido.org












SEGIB
Mr. Federico Ignacio Poli

Head of Economics Division

SEGIB

Madrid, España

Tel: (+34) 91 590 0624
E-mail: fipoli@segib.org

MIEM
Mrs. Cristina Ezzatti Pereyra
Ministry of Industry, Energy and Mining (MIEM)

Government of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay
Montevideo, Uruguay
Tel: (5982) 9002600

E-mail: ministro@miem.gub.uy
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� The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) 2002 agreed on a comprehensive agenda on energy for sustainable development. Guided by the overarching objectives of sustainable development and poverty alleviation, governments agreed to improve access to “reliable, affordable, economically viable, socially acceptable and environmentally sound energy services and resources”, to increase the use of renewable energies, to enhance energy efficiency, and to provide cleaner liquid and gaseous fuels.


� The organizational and operational aspects of the Observatory will be described by UNIDO: structure, management, coordination mechanisms, decision-making etc, including an analysis on the institutional support needed at the national and regional level. Experts from the recognized institutions will also participate in the workshop, describing methodologies and seeking for specific proposals between the participants. 
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