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The Dakar Declaration on Scaling Up Renewable Enerqy in Africa

Preamble

The International Conference on Renewable Energdfiiica jointly organised by the Government
of Senegal, the African Union, the German Federahidty for Economic Cooperation and
Development and the United Nations Industrial Depgient Organisation (UNIDO) was held in
Dakar, Senegal from 16 to 18 April 2008 to disctiss potential to scale up renewable energy in
Africa so as to increase access to modern enemyyces and energy security for economic and
social development. The conference was structurédcilitate sharing of experiences and stimulate

issue-oriented discussions in plenary, thematialfgisessions and high-level panel dialogue.

Participants in this international conference ideld over 500 high-level representatives, experts in
energy and industry of African countries, the Adiic Union Commission, African Regional

Economic Communities; the AU/NEPAD, the African Ré&pment Bank, the German Government,
the United Nations Industrial Development Orgamisgtother international development partners

including UN agencies, bilateral organisationsyqe sector, and regional and international NGOs.

Conference Objectives
The conference brought together high-level decisiakers to provide leadership and commitment

to a common plan of action for market-based scalmgf renewables that is informed by lessons
learnt from concrete case studies and the eneggtisin that obtains in Africa. The conference had
the following specific objectives:
« Assess the significance of the role renewable grierd\frica’'s energy challenges;
« Identify most promising policy and regulatory optsoand new policy actions required to
stimulate broader and accelerated market-baseendisation of renewable energy;
« Assess renewable energy technologies related olgalle and discuss how they can be
addressed; and

« ldentify capacity needs for renewable energy marketblers/facilitators and players.

Declaration
The participants of the International Conferencérenewable Energy in Africa,
* Aware of the vast unexploited and readily availal#@eewable energy resources on the
continent,
» Acknowledging that traditional biomass continueséthe main sources of energy for the

majority of people in Africa,



* Recognising the potential contribution of renewadhergy to increasing access to modern
energy services and ensuring energy security feeny reduction and economic growth,

* Noting in particular the role that renewable eneogyn play to reduce the impact of the
current high cost of oil and address the poweesrexperienced in most African countries,

* Mindful of the need to increase energy supply tstan rising demand due to high levels of
economic growth recently being experienced by mosntries on the continent,

« Aware that the utlisation of renewable energy dtutsts a key element in strategies for
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and aduyestimate related risk in the
implementation of national adaptation programmes,

* Recognising significant ongoing efforts at natioaadl regional levels for the development of
renewable energy technologies such as the experignth geothermal, cogeneration,
ethanol production , improved cookstoves, wind gnelarge and small scale hydropower
and innovative institutional arrangements,

* However, recognising that much effort remains ¢odone to overcome barriers related to
policy, regulatory and institutional frameworkscheologies, capacity and skills, financing,

and research and development to scaling up renevealelrgy utilisation on the continent.

Agreed on a vision to scale up renewable energgldpment in Africa so as to enhance wider
access to modern energy, strengthen the continemérgy security as well as support its
industrialization and socio-economic developmehe Vision is guided by the following principles:

* Encourage regional, sub-regional, national andratlenal institutions to focus on renewable
energy resources/technologies with a clear comparaidvantage and develop an Africa
regional energy policy;

» Adhere to the subsidiarity principle i.e. prefererio be given to undertaking renewable energy
initiatives at the most appropriate level thatriagbical and viable;

» Encourage a level playing field vis-a-vis convenébenergy options to ensure that any explicit
and/or implicit subsidies and incentives enjoyedcbgiventional energy options are extended to
renewables;

* Adhere to sound and widely accepted sustainalildicators;

» Ensure that renewable energy initiatives take atoount the gender and equity dimensions of
socio-economic development, and

» Ensure that adequate attention is paid to promaifarenewable energy for both electricity and

non-electrical applications in line with prevailidgmand conditions.



To achieve this vision, participants agreed tdirgela common continental target for governments
with the support of their development partnersdales up investment in renewable energy from the
current level of less than US$ 1 billion a yeatUt8$ 10 billion over the next 5 years (2009 — 2014).

Consequently, the conference adopted a plan obraatith the following five key programme
dimensions:

» Policy, regulatory and institutional framework;

» Capacity building and skills development;

» Development of financing options;

» Renewable energy for enterprise development angstndlization; and

» Cross-cutting action on renewable energy developmen

The participants call upon African governmentsegiinational partners, NGOs and the private sector
to support the implementation of this action plathvadequate resources. African governments are
particularly urged to demonstrate their commitmienthis plan of action by mobilizing additional

funding dedicated to the operationalisation ofageeed Plan of Action.

To lead the implementation of this Plan of Actipasticipants at the conference recommended the
African Union in partnership with UNIDO and otheelevant partners to draw on existing
mechanisms to establish a high-level policy advpagoup at ministerial level. This group would
be supported by a coordination unit responsible for
* Monitoring, evaluating and reporting on progressthe implementation of this Plan of
Action.
» Reviewing and confirming proposed measurable perdoice indicators.

* Regularly publishing on the internet progress madbe implementation of the Action Plan.
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Attachment: Plan of Action for Scaling Up RenewaBteergy in Africa.



