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PREFACE

UNIDO and industrial development

The internationalization of industrial production, trade, investment and technology has led
to increasing prosperity for many developing countries. However, many countries have
been left behind, and concerns have mounted over the impact of industry on energy, water
and raw material consumption, as well as on the changing climate. UNIDO, as the
specialized agency of the United Nations mandated to promote sustainable industrial
development and international industrial cooperation, therefore works to advance pro-poor,
environmentally positive economic growth through industry, which can improve the living
standards and quality of life for people worldwide, but in the poorest countries in
particular.

UNIDO seeks to achieve this goal through its global forum functions, its technical
cooperation activities with developing countries, and its research and normative work. The
Organization concentrates on three thematic priorities:

*  Poverty reduction through productive activities;
*  Trade capacity-building; and
* Environment and energy.

UNIDO as a partner in the global development system

Industrial development can be promoted most effectively as part of a holistic approach to
human development, through the joint efforts of multilateral and bilateral agencies, non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) and private actors, which come together to assist
developing countries and regions in furthering both internationally-agreed goals and
individual country needs according to their respective abilities and competences.

To this end, the Organization has created alliances and synergies to maximize the value it
brings. UNIDO partners closely with United Nations system organizations such as the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAQ), the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), the International Trade Centre (ITC) and others.
Cooperation and collaboration with complementary government institutions, international
financial institutions and global and regional development banks are also central to the
Organization’s approach. In addition, UNIDO actively collaborates with bilateral aid
agencies, private enterprises, civil society and academia.

In its commitment to advancing the effectiveness, efficiency and impact of the United

Nations development system, UNIDO is an active supporter of United Nations reform,
which in a time of global economic crisis has assumed an even greater urgency.
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UNIDO's contribution to the global development agenda

Coherence in action demands cohesion in policy. UNIDO operates together with its many
partners to meet development aims, including specific areas of action in the fields of
environmental protection and combating climate change.

Among the most important targets are the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). While
industrial development has an important bearing on the achievement of all MDGs, the
Organization especially focuses on the following:

*  MDGI: Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger

UNIDO’s work in the field is centred on the promotion of industry-led growth to lift
people out of poverty.

*  MDGS3: Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women

The participation of women in the productive sectors, and especially as entrepreneurs,
is fostered through policy and institutional support as well as capacity-building.

e  MDGY7: Ensure Environmental Protection

While industry is a key source of the economic growth needed to fight poverty, it is
also the cause of much environmental degradation. UNIDO helps to protect the
environment by reducing industrial pollution, seeking new and cleaner technologies
for industry and promoting renewable energy and energy efficiency.

*  MDGS: Develop a Global Partnership for Development

Meeting development goals is a collective undertaking. UNIDO thus works in
partnership with others across the breadth of its activities, as well as addressing the
key MDGS targets of meeting the special needs of LDCs and, through its trade
capacity-building activities, helping to develop an open, rule-based, predictable trading
system.

Details of the Organization’s structure can be found at the end of this Report under the
heading “General Information on UNIDO”.
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POVERTY REDUCTION THROUGH PRODUCTIVE ACTIVITIES

Training centres in
Khartoum State,
Sudan, help young
people and displaced
persons to improve
their technical skills.

so that they can contribute effectively to the training of internally displaced persons. The
aim is to train at least 6,000 young people and displaced persons. The training centres will
also be enabled to provide business development services to support income generation
initiatives.

As discussed in section 1C, the Expert Dialogue on Women Empowerment and

Entrepreneurship Development organized in July will help UNIDO to promote women’s
entrepreneurship even more effectively in the future.

D. Agro-based industries

Bamboo products
provide a profitable
source of livelihoods
in the Lao People’s
Democratic Republic.

Agro-based industries play a key role in the transition from traditional rural to competitive
manufacturing-based economies. UNIDO helps countries to acquire the skills and
technologies to develop those industries. Such assistance is also given to those whose first
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