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The strength of UN-Energy and its ability to influence the international and national 
energy policy agenda will only be as good as its access to the most robust up-to-
date information and highly-experienced experts. Just as the international climate 
change agenda is supported by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) series of assessments, UN-Energy will require a similar type of support. It 
needs to have access to the best available staff, integrated knowledge on policy 
options, research outcomes, patterns of current and future energy demand and use, 
and available technologies. The knowledge needs to be non-partisan and unbiased. 
The recently-launched Global Energy Assessment (GEA) has the potential to fulfil 
this critical support role. 

The GEA is a major international initiative seeking to redefine the global energy 
policy agenda. This multi-year and multi-stakeholder activity aims to help decision 
makers address the challenges of providing energy services for sustainable develop-
ment throughout the world. The GEA will go beyond existing authoritative studies 
on energy issues by presenting a comprehensive and integrated analysis of energy 
challenges, opportunities and strategies, for developing, industrialized and emerging 
economies. 

The GEA seeks to examine: the major global challenges and their linkages to energy; 
the technologies and resources available for providing energy services; future energy 
systems that address the major challenges; and the policies and other measures to 
realize sustainable energy futures. The GEA is scheduled to release its initial assess-
ments in 2011.

At present the GEA is essentially a voluntary international network of individuals, 
institutions and agencies, coordinated by the International Institute of Applied Sys-
tems Analysis (IIASA) in Austria and its international partners including government 
agencies, international organizations, including the UN family and private sector. 
There is considerable scope for expanding the GEA in terms of both representation 
and the range of energy-related topics under consideration.

What is needed:

�Consideration be given to the formal institutionalization of the Global ""
Energy Assessment with a dedicated secure funding base.

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

Following the presentation of the six major recommendations during the closing 
plenary session Vienna Energy Conference participants were invited to provide 
comments and suggestions in writing on the Conference website www.viennaener-
gyconference.org.
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CLOSING STATEMENT

Energy is at the core of every major economic, environmental, security, and devel-
opmental challenge facing humanity in the 21st century. Current levels of access to 
energy services and patterns of energy use are unsustainable. Nothing less than an 
energy revolution will be sufficient to address these challenges and it needs to hap-
pen quickly. 

In order to further global consensus on the need and the feasibility of an energy 
revolution the co-sponsors of this Conference have resolved to host the Vienna 
Energy Conference biennially with the aim to make Vienna a global energy hub.
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