
Industry: Africa’s Way Forward

In Midrand 2007, we announced the formulation of the largest 
portfolio of programmes for Africa in UNIDO’s history, valued at 
about US$200-250 million.
But we also asked ourselves how to share and sustain economic 
growth, how to convert Africa’s challenges into its opportuni-
ties, how we could create a „value added“ Africa. We looked 
into accelerating the pace of Africa’s development, and into 
strengthening our commitment to pro-poor, labor-intensive 
industrial development.
In Addis Ababa, we will continue to emphasize that Africa needs 
its industry to be strong and vigorous, that the continent must 
move from commodities to higher value products. 
There are many more messages that we need to convey, and we 
will use this pristine opportunity to reiterate our commitment to 
the continent and its people. UNIDO has the mandate to be 
concerned with industrial development, and industrialization is 
the way forward! Together, we can create more values for more 
jobs; and yes, one day, reality will match aspiration. 

UNIDO in Africa:

On the UNIDO website (www.unido.org/au-summit) you will find 
relevant information on the Organization’s activities in Africa, which 
relate to Poverty Reduction, Trade Capacity Building and Energy and 
Environment. Activities presented include, inter alia, the Afripanet to 
promote investment and trade, the Microsoft partnership that high-
lights innovation, the TCB activities for the development of 
sustainable trade in Africa as well as the first high-level biofuels 
conference.

Exhibition at the Summit:

During the African Union Summit, an 
exhibition of UNIDO’s activities will be 
available from … January to … Febru-
ary at the following location:

….
….
….

For more information on UNIDO’s 
activities in Africa, please contact:

Mr. Felix Ugbor
Chief, Africa Programme
UNIDO, VIC, PO BOX 300, 1400 Vienna, 
Austria
Email: f.ugbor@unido.org

Order your free copy of Industrious 
Africa, to enjoy selected success 
stories from the continent
Email: f.ugbor@unido.org

Upcoming activity:

International Conference on Renewable Energy in Africa 
Making use of lessons learnt and experience gained with renewable 
energy projects in Africa and elsewhere, the conference will examine 
how bottlenecks to renewable energy market related to policies, 
technologies, financing and capacity can be addressed so as to meet 
energy challenges in Africa.

see also: http://www.unido.org/au-summit


