Promoting growth oriented entrepreneurship in Cape Verde

While the small island state Cape Verde is classified as Middle Income

Country, it still faces severe vulnerabilities such a s difficult access to water,

strong dependence on remittances and foreign aid, growing drug trafficking

and crime and poverty in remote islands. The country has 10 islands and a «(
resident population of about 500,000 people, and is characterized by high LEpROI)

youth unemployment and low competitiveness. With a view to contribute

to poverty reduction UNIDO has been promoting since 2009 growth

oriented entrepreneurship that will ultimately create job and income

opportunities.

The Government of Cape Verde has undertaken significant reform efforts
to improve the business environment, improving their relative position
from rank 149 in 2009 to 119 in 2012 Doing Business report. UNIDO
supports the country to create the capacities to implement reforms based
on a dialogue with private sector and civil society in order to improve

the business environment affecting entrepreneurship. UNIDO also helps
improve the quality and diversify the advisory and training capacities

in response to needs of micro, small and medium industries. Last but

not least, to contribute to the development of entrepreneurial human
resources, the strategy is to assist in the introduction of entrepreneurship
curriculum in general secondary and technical education. The objective is
to reach out to the youth through national education system and help them
through an action-oriented learning process to develop entrepreneurship
competencies.

Promoting growth and economic opportunities
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