
SIDE EVENT AT THE SIDS CONFERENCE 

Title of the Side Event:   Inclusive value chains for livelihoods, trade and food security; case of small-scale fisheries and 

aquaculture industry in Small Island States 

Where: Room CM 4 

Date: 01 September, 2014 

Time: 11.00 – 12.30 hrs 

Lead organizer: United Nations Industrial Development Organization, UNIDO - The mandate of the United Nations Industrial 

Development Organization (UNIDO) is to promote and accelerate inclusive and sustainable industrial development in 

developing countries and economies in transition. 

Contributing partners:  Pacific Island Countries/ Small Island States (SISs) in collaboration with regional fisheries partners 

including Pacific Islands Tuna Industries Association (PITIA), SPC and FFA – initiators and partners in the case project with 

UNIDO in PICs 

Secretariat of the Pacific Community, SPC has the mandate to provide advisory and technical support to member state 

pacific island countries and territories (PICTs) on the management and development of fishing capacity for the small-scale 

coastal fisheries (e.g. inshore tuna fisheries) for member PICTs countries and territories. SPC also provides world class stock 

assessment and ecosystem research on the region’s tuna resources, and is the provider of scientific services for WCPFC. 

Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency, FFA is the regional agency responsible for providing advice and support in tuna 

fisheries management and development for the 14 Pacific ACP countries. It has particular strengths in fisheries economics, 

planning and policy development; as well as monitoring, control and surveillance. 

 

Context of UNIDO Value Chain Approach for Agro industries & Agribusiness Development: 

UNIDO recognizes the importance of developing sustainable value chains in agriculture and agribusiness, including 

fisheries and forestry, which are a backbone of the economies of many SIDS. UNIDO is particularly keen to support small scale 

businesses in the agro-industries, including the fisheries industry, across the wider Atlantic, Caribbean, Indian Ocean and Pacific 

SIDS sub-regions, particularly where such initiatives support female and youth empowerment. 

While the domestic fisheries industry in many SIDS is  largely artisanal and small-scale in nature, in recent years the 

sector has been developing from subsistence and informal small scale fisheries to commercial operations, enabling inclusiveness 

as small and medium enterprises (SMEs) increase earnings and employment, contribute to food security and assist in reducing 

poverty. There is scope for collaboration with UNIDO in this area to be expanded.  

From a SIDS intra-regional context, S.A.M.O.A presents the framework for expanded partnership with SIDS sub regions 

and countries. The partnership on inclusive fisheries value chains with pacific SIDS is relevant to the Barbados Declaration as 

adopted in Bridgetown on 7-8 May 2012, and the Africa, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) strategic plan for fisheries and 

aquaculture as adopted in Nadi, Fiji on 12 June 2012. 

In Samoa, a partnership on inclusive fisheries value chains for SIDS will be announced, by presenting practical means of 

ensuring greater benefit for SIDS from agro productive sectors, focusing on the diverse fisheries natural resource endowments.  

Two concrete initiatives, namely the ACP - Pacific Sustainable Fisheries Value Chains partnership and the Accelerated 

Agro industries and agribusiness (3ADI, www.3adi.org) are highlighted as flagships for development of sustainable value chains 

and bear a strong relevance to SIDS priorities.  

These initiatives seek to enlist support from bilateral, multilateral, intra-regional and national partners.  Both 

initiatives are announced in the partnership dialogues; the former constitutes a concrete partnership project proposal with 

Pacific Island Countries (PICs), which is envisaging mobilizing technical and financial contributions with the direct support of 

UNIDO, SPC, FFA and PICs. On the basis of this partnership modality, SIDS in general can draw from the experience, as relevant.  

Side Event rationale and expected outcome  

In context of UNIDO dual roles of Global Forum (GF) and Technical Cooperation (TC) for member states, and in line with the 

Lima Declaration which was adopted by member states of UNIDO on 2 December 2013 in Lima, Peru - to promote the agenda 

of Inclusive and Sustainable Industrial Development (iSID), a side-Event with the title: ‘Inclusive value chains for livelihoods, 

trade and food security; case of small-scale fisheries and aquaculture industry in Small Island States’ will be held at the SIDS 

conference in Samoa, on 01 September 2014, 11-12.30hrs.  

The dialogue is premised on the resources context of SIDS countries, many are also referred to as large ocean states  with 

strategic endowments of fisheries and other marine resource uses.   



Tourism and agro sectors are equally important for the economies of the SIDS populations;  

hence, the side-Event will highlight areas where the ACP - Pacific Sustainable Fisheries Value Chains partnership approach could 

be applicable or adopted as much as possible to SIDS countries.  

The partnership goal is to identify and dialogue on smart measures for enhancing the competitiveness of fisheries-based agro 

industries and agribusinesses in the individual SIDS and respective sub regions.   

Value addition to fisheries resources and supporting small scale fisheries to develop commercial productive capacities, is 

considered a key strategic and smart measure for SIDS to derive due benefits from the vast resources, contributing to jobs, 

growth of the economies and food supplies. Moreover, fisheries industry competitiveness can be enhanced through 

approaches that integrate post-harvest processing and preservation, renewable energy for productive uses (offsetting the 

energy bill), upgrading of national and regional TBT/SPS related support on quality infrastructure and safety management of 

fish products for trade competitiveness, clean energy and entrepreneurship. 

While taking cognizance of a parallel session that will be hosted by FAO with the title: Blue Growth/Blue Economy Initiative: 

Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture in SIDS, this partnership session will focus on the development of sustainable fisheries 

and aquaculture post-harvest value chains as applicable to the respective SIDS sub regions; main focus as indicated above will 

be fisheries and aquaculture sectors. Side event also takes into account the positive experiences with the 3ADI. In partnership 

with FAO and IFAD UNIDO initiated the Accelerated (African) Agribusiness and Agro-industry Development Initiative (3ADI), a 

joint programme with the main objective of increasing private sector investment flows g into the agriculture sector in the 

target countries by mobilizing resources for agribusiness and agro-industrial development from domestic, regional and 

international financial systems. 

Structure of the Side-Event: 

Delegates will make contributions from the floor.  

Subject experts including delegations from development partner agencies, International Financial Institutions, as well as SIDS 

regional counterparts and country subject experts will contribute to shaping of the implementation plan, based on the case of 

ACP - Pacific Sustainable Fisheries Value Chains partnership approach. During the rest of the conference, side event organisers 

will share experiences and identify expanded partnership areas, and also enlist support as relevant for the development and 

formulation of strategies on optimising the competitiveness of   SIDS – fisheries based agro industries and agribusiness value 

chains.  

Delegations and subject experts will also have the opportunity to contribute at SIDS partnership dialogues in the areas of 

Sustainable Economic Development (1 Sep, PM), and Oceans, Seas and Biodiversity (3 Sep, PM). Besides the dialogue on 

fisheries value chains, these Multi-stakeholder partnership dialogues will highlight the relevance of cross cutting themes such 

as women and youth empowerment; energy access including renewable mix for productive uses, rural-urban agro linkages to 

markets and the food security-population nexus; based on country and sub-regional natural resource endowments. 

In the immediate term, the side-Event expected outcome will be to promote to SIDS the UNIDO agenda of inclusive and 

Sustainable industrial development (iSID), thereby drawing attention to the potential for development of agro industries and 

agribusiness utilizing the vast SIDS fisheries resources. By showcasing UNIDO Technical Cooperation initiatives and best 

practice on partnership modalities as relevant to SIDS, the side event will lend support to building and strengthening UNIDO 

constituency and in furthering iSID outreach to SIDS.  

Please make time to visit these websites: UNIDO at SIDS conference: 

http://www.sids2014.org/index.php?page=view&type=66&nr=71&menu=1528;  

UNIDO: www.unido.org; 3ADI: www.3adi.org; http://www.unido.org/en/what-we-do/environment/capacity-building-for-the-

implementation-of-multilateral-environmental-agreements/unido-and-the-global-environment-facility-gef.html  


