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“We want every country to have the opportunity to grow a flourishing productive sector, to 
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One UN Plan 2012-2016 
and UNIDO 

 

 

The One Plan 2012-2016 was signed by 
the Government of Viet Nam and the 
United Nations in March 2012. It is the 
common programmatic framework for UN 
agencies in Viet Nam. The One Plan sets 
out a strategic and focused joint 
programme of work which will support Viet 
Nam in addressing its development 
priorities over the next five years. 
 
In this framework, UNIDO has streamlined 
its technical assistance into three thematic 
areas, poverty reduction through 
productive activities, trade capacity-
building, and energy and environment. 
The services provided by UNIDO in Viet 
Nam are diverse in nature and include 
amongst others technical capacity 
building, policy advice, standard setting 
and compliance, knowledge transfer and 
networking.  
 
UNIDO has foreseen an overall budget of 
US$29.7 million for the period. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LI YONG confirmed as new  
Director General of UNIDO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Li Yong, a senior economic and 
financial policymaker from the People’s 
Republic of China, was confirmed the post 
as new UNIDO’s Director General by the 
General Conference on 28 June 2013. 
 
Mr. Li Yong has been China’s Vice-
Minister of Finance since 2003. DG LI 
expressed that: “We are going to provide 
more effective services to support the 
different needs of different regions and 
countries. The most disadvantaged areas 
need to boost their industrial sectors, 
while middle-income countries need to 
improve their level of industrial 
development.” 
 
The new DG takes over from Mr. Kandeh 
K. Yumkella of Sierra Leone, who has led 
the organization since 2005, and who is 
now the UN Secretary-General’s Special 
Representative for Sustainable Energy for 
All and CEO of the Initiative. 
 

Source: Office of the Director General, UNIDO 

 

THE GREEN ONE UN HOUSE AND 
FUNCTIONAL CLUSTERING  

UNIDO is part of the Green One UN 
House (GOUNH). UN agencies will share 
common premises and services; seating 
space will be organized by functional 
clusters, which means that UN  
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staff will no longer sit by agency but 
according to the thematic area that their 
job entails. 
 
Eight clusters will be organized according 
to the focus areas of the One Plan 2012-
2016 and the current JPGs. Being part of 
the JPG ‘Climate Change and 
Environment’ and ‘Economic Growth and 
Decent work’, UNIDO will be with other 
UN agencies members of these JPGs.  
 
The GOUNH is therefore expected to 
increase the coordination amongst UN 
agencies by lessening physical 
boundaries and creating new opportunities 
for synergies. UN agencies are expected 
to move into the GOUNH during the 
second quarter of 2014. 
  

 

NEWS FROM PROJECTS 

 

GREENING VALUE CHAINS FOR 

SUSTAINABLE HANDICRAFTS 

PRODUCTION IN VIET NAM 

 

Handicrafts are an important sector for 
poverty alleviation and economic 
development. Yet its accelerated 
development also presents various 
challenges in terms of environmental and 
community impacts.  

Together with four UN sister agencies 
(ILO, FAO, ITC, and UNCTAD), UNIDO 
developed the Joint Programme which 
was implemented during 2010-2013 with 

funding from the Spanish Millennium 
Development Goals Achievement Fund 
(MDG-F). In the programme, UNIDO took 
responsibility for the greening of 
handicrafts production, addressing key 
determinants of production techniques, 
handicraft skills, environmental techniques 
and practices, sustainable product 
designs and branding for 5 value chains 
including seagrass, sericulture, 
bamboo/rattan, handmade paper, and 
lacquer ware in four provinces Thanh Hoa, 
Phu Tho, Hoa Binh and Nghe An.  

As results of UNIDO’s intervention, 48 
enterprises were assessed in cleaner 
production to define production and 
process the gap of cleaner production; 8 
companies were supported with 
equipments and technical guidance to 
apply new cleaner production techniques; 
21 companies were guided to develop 
sustainable product designs;  1,430 craft 
producers were trained to make their 
production cleaner and more sustainable; 
261 of these received advanced 
vocational skills training to improve their 
skills to develop more value-added 
products, 5 communes were provided 
equipments and techniques for 
households to improve productivity and 
resource efficiency; 3 green technology 
initiatives were developed and piloted, 
including natural silk dying, Krume lacquer 
processing and environmental bamboo 
mould treatment and a manual on 
branding handicraft sector introduced.  

The program was ended with the closing 
workshop and a gathering field trip in June 
2013. 

LOCAL PHARMACEUTICAL 
PRODUCTION AND TPP 

UNIDO, UNCTAD, the 
Viet Nam Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(VCCI) and the Viet Nam 
Pharmaceutical 
Companies Association 
(VNCPA) organized two 
workshops on Local Pharmaceutical 
Production and the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership Negotiations on 13th and 14th 
August 2013. 
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Viet Nam is currently one of twelve 
countries negotiating the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP), a broad-based free 
trade agreement (FTA).  

The workshops focused on presenting and 
discussing the impact on the Viet Namese 
pharmaceutical industry of the possible IP 
provisions in the draft TPP Agreement, as 
well as the experience of certain Latin 
American countries in dealing with these 
provisions during the Rounds of 
negotiations on the TPP. 
 
 
 

VIET NAM INDUSTRIAL INVESTMENT 
REPORT LAUNCHED  
IN HOCHIMINH CITY 

 
The latest Viet Nam Industrial Investment 
Report and Investment Monitoring 
Platform were re-launched in HCM City by 
UNIDO and Foreign Investment Agency, 
MPI on 7 August 2013. 
  

The Report confirms the essential role of 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in 
creating jobs and improving financial 
resources, access to technology and 
managerial know-how. It also hightlights 
that the majority of foreign invested 
enterprises are heavily dependent on 
imported capital and intermediate inputs, 
whilst being engaged in the production of 
low value-added manufacturing activities. 
   

The report recommends to strengthen the 
investment promotion framework and 
advocacy functions of the Ministry’s 
Foreign Investment Agency and other FDI 
management authorities to attract more 
quality FDI inflows to the country.   
 

Report: http://www.un.org.vn/en/publications/publications-
by-agency/doc_details/293-viet-nam-industrial-investment-
report-2011.html  
 

Visit the Investment Monitoring Platform: 
http://investment.unido.org/imp/MainPage.aspx 

 
 

 
 

LOOKING FORWARD 
 

ECO INDUSTRIAL PARK 
 
UNIDO and 
the Ministry of 
Planning and 
Investment 
(MPI) are 
developing a 
new project to strengthen the 
implementation of eco – industrial park for 
sustainable industrial zones in Viet Nam.  
 
The project aims to increase transfer, 
deployment and diffusion of clean 
technologies in industrial zones. Project is 
expected to be launched early 2014. 
 
 
UNIDO WILL SUPPORT VIET NAM TO 

INCREASE COMPETITIVENESS OF 
LEADING EXPORT PRODUCTS 

 
Catfish and coffee are of main export 
products of Viet Nam. Since 1999, Viet 
Nam has been the world’s second largest 
coffee exporter (after Brazil) and the 
largest exporter of Robusta coffee. 
However, due to the lack of quality, 
Vietnamese coffee is often sold at much 
lower prices than other exporting 
countries. Export revenues earned only 
2% of all sales made by the world coffee 
industry. 
 
Viet Nam’s catfish industry is impressive 
and widely considered as a success story, 
but a number of recent claims of 
contamination and other quality issues in 
major European markets and the USA 
have damaged its reputation. Border 
rejection data for fish and fishery products 
for the key markets of the USA, EU and 
Australia indicated high rejection rates for 
Vietnamese products.  
 

 

http://www.un.org.vn/en/publications/publications-by-agency/doc_details/293-viet-nam-industrial-investment-report-2011.html
http://www.un.org.vn/en/publications/publications-by-agency/doc_details/293-viet-nam-industrial-investment-report-2011.html
http://www.un.org.vn/en/publications/publications-by-agency/doc_details/293-viet-nam-industrial-investment-report-2011.html
http://investment.unido.org/imp/MainPage.aspx
http://investment.unido.org/imp/MainPage.aspx
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In this context, UNIDO is assisting the 
National Agro-Forestry-Fisheries Quality 
Assurance Department (NAFIQAD) 
Directorate for Standards, Metrology and 
Quality (STAMEQ) and Viet Nam Trade 
Promotion Agency (Vietrade) to develop a 
project to produce and export better 
Catfish and Coffee to the World Market. 
The project will start in 2014. 
 
 

 
INTERVIEW OF MR. LE QUANG MANH 
DIRECTOR GENERAL, AGENCY FOR 
BUSINESS REGISTRATION (ABR/MPI) 

 

 
 
UNIDO Country Office: What are the major 
achievements of business registration in Viet 
Nam? How those achievements contribute to 
the national administration reform and to the 
business enabling environment? 
 
Mr. Manh, DG, ABR/MPI: The Business 
Registration Reform implemented by ABR/MPI 
is being supported by UNIDO, with funding 
from NORAD, SECO, One Plan Fund, UNIDO 
has almost completed its two phases. The 
impacts the Project placed on Viet Nam 
business environment were essential and well 
acknowledged by international community and 
domestic alike. In legal aspect, the project has 
established an inter-ministerial legal 
framework to consolidate enterprise and tax 
registration to ease market entry procedures 
and create a constitutional basis for 
exclusively computerization of business 
registration, development and further 
improvement of National Database on 
Business Registration. The Project has 
effectively supported the capacity building 
activities for almost 600 business registration 
officers in 63 provinces and created an 
information exchange mechanism within the 
whole national registration system, and 
between registry and tax agencies. As a result, 
registration time for businesses has been cut 
significantly. The enterprise registration status 
report was provided by Agency for Business 
Registration to Cabinet meetings where the 
new registrations and dissolutions are 
regularly reviewed and used in policy decision-
making. 
 

 
UNIDO Country Office: What will be the 
continued agenda of the business registration 
reform? 
 
Mr. Manh, DG, ABR/MPI: The activities in the 
coming time include contribution to the 
amendment of the Law on Enterprises and the 
Law on Investment to create a transparent and 
equal business environment for all business 
entities in Viet Nam; further improving the 
quality of the National Business Registration 
Database to provide the public with precise, 
comprehensive and updated information about 
legal status of enterprises; enhancing the 
service quality standard provided by the 
Business Registration Offices (BROs) from 
local to central level; fostering the public 
communication on the utilization of the 
business registration database, aiming to 
establish an open market for enterprise 
information. 

 
 

UNIDO MAIN CONFERENCES 
 

15 UNIDO GENERAL CONFERENCE 
Lima, Peru, 2 - 6 December 2013 
http://www.unido.org/gc15.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Industry Conference 2013 
Guangzhou, China 7 - 9 November 2013 

http://www.unido.org/greenindustryconference.html 
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UNIDO VIET NAM 

 
Add: No. 72 Ly Thuong Kiet, Hoan Kiem, Ha Noi 
Tel:  +84 4 38224490/39424000 
Fax: +84 4 39422484 
Email: office.Viet Nam@unido.org  
Web:  www.unido.org - www.un.org.vn  

The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) is 

the specialized agency of the United Nations that promotes 

industrial development for poverty reduction, inclusive 

globalization and environmental sustainability. The Organization 

draws on four mutually reinforcing categories of services: technical 

cooperation, analytical and policy advisory services, standard setting 

and compliance, and a convening function for knowledge transfer and 

networking.  

UNIDO’s vision is a world where economic development is sustainable 

and economic progress is equitable. The Organization focuses on three 

main thematic areas: 

 Poverty reduction through productive activities 

 Trade capacity-building 

 Energy and environment 

The Organization is a specialized and efficient provider of key services 

meeting the interlinked challenges of reducing poverty through 

productive activities, integrating developing countries in global trade 

through trade capacity-building, fostering environmental sustainability 

in industry, and improving access to clean energy. 

In carrying out the core requirements of its mandate and mission, 

UNIDO has more than doubled its technical cooperation delivery over 

the past ten years. At the same time, it has also substantially increased 

its mobilization of financial resources, testifying to the growing 

international recognition of the Organization as an effective provider of 

inclusive and sustainable industrial development services. This increase 

in services has been accomplished with virtually stable staff levels and 

an essentially unchanged regular budget for much of the past 15 years. 

 

mailto:office.vietnam@unido.org
http://www.unido.org/
http://www.un.org.vn/
http://www.unido.org/what-we-do/poverty-reduction-through-productive-activities.html
http://www.unido.org/trade.html
http://www.unido.org/environment.html

