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Your Excellency Prime Minister Sopoaga, 
Honourable Ministers, 
Excellencies, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 

Good morning.

On behalf of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization and as co-organizer of the Vienna Energy 
Forum, I wish to extend a warm welcome to all the participants gathered here today.

I have the particular honour of welcoming His Excellency Mr. Enele Sopoaga, the Prime Minister of Tuvalu. Welcome 
to Vienna. It is also a particular pleasure for me that we will be joined shortly by Ms. Amina Mohammed, the Deputy 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. Her airplane was delayed a little bit she’s currently in a car to come here to 
join us.

It is a great honour and a special privilege for me to address and welcome all participants of the Vienna Energy Forum 
2017, which is being co-organized by UNIDO together with the Government of Austria, the International Institute for 
Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), and Sustainable Energy for All (SE4ALL). I’m very happy that the organizations here 
joined us as co-organizers and to welcome you all.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my heartfelt appreciation to all the partners and sponsors for their 
longstanding cooperation and strong support in making this important biennial event happen for the fifth time 
already.

This year’s Forum is taking place at a very opportune time: in the second year after the adoption of the 2030 Agenda 
and the Paris Agreement, the discussions today will therefore focus on the linkages between energy, climate and 
development as well as the synergies between the sustainable development goals.

Enhancing access to affordable, reliable and clean energy is key to stimulate economic growth and ensure energy 
security. At the same time it is critical to accelerate clean energy innovation as an indispensable part of an effective, 
long-term global response to our shared climate challenge. 

Colleagues, 
Friends,

Tomorrow’s sessions will thus explore the role of innovation in opening pathways for achieving sustainable 
development goal 7 to “ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all”.

Excellencies, 
ladies and gentlemen, 

While there is large consensus among countries that we need to act now, we must ensure that the steps taken to 
achieve the global agreements are adequate and that the commitments made are kept.

The implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement calls for a global transformation that clearly goes 
beyond the energy sector. Holistic technology solutions, entrepreneurship, innovation in policies, new financing



instruments and partnerships are urgently needed to achieve the desired scale of global change and inclusive and 
sustainable industrial development. And also, finally, to lead us to the achievement of the SDGs.

I am convinced that this Vienna Energy Forum will generate ideas and partnerships that facilitate policy-making, 
encourage investments, and can be translated into concrete actions on the ground, which is really what we would 
like to achieve.

I look forward to rich discussions today and tomorrow, and count on your active engagement to make this Forum a 
success. In conclusion, Excellencies, colleagues, friends, I would like to express our appreciation for all the support 
from the Government of Austria, the city of Vienna and the Austria Development Agency (ADA). This is indispensable 
for the success of the Forum. 

Thank you very much.


