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Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

It is my great pleasure to brief you about the results of the international 

expert session organized by the United Nations Industrial Development 

Organization, held under the topic “UNIDO: A Global Platform for the 

Development of Women's Entrepreneurship”. 

Let me start from saying that the session was very well attended. We had 

more than 200 people in the room. It was very intensive and consisted of three 

parts:  

First, we had an expert panel followed by the discussion about the role of 

UNIDO in scaling up development of woman entrepreneurship under UNIDO’s 

mandate of Inclusive and Sustainable Industrial Development. The audience 

learned how UNIDO creates an enabling environment for women’s economic 

empowerment, how it cooperates with business associations for capacity building, 

as well as how it directly supports individual women engaged in business.  

Second, we witnessed a ceremony of signing the Joint Declaration on 

cooperation between UNIDO and the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the 

Russian Federation. Through the Joint Declaration we commit to promote 

cooperation and advance initiatives for the application of e-commerce as well as 

technical cooperation projects in the area of creative industries. We also agreed to 

organize global forum events, including the international conference “Empowering 



Girls and Women in Digitalization and Industry 4.0 through the Power of Skills” 

within the framework of WorldSkills Kazan 2019 and a panel discussion on the 

topic of women’s entrepreneurship and economic empowerment in the context of 

digitalization on the sidelines of the Global Manufacturing and Industrialization 

Summit (GMIS) which will take place in 2019 in Yekaterinburg.   

Finally, we witnessed another important ceremony, a ceremony of 

appointment of Ms. Veronika Alexandrovna Peshkova as a UNIDO Goodwill 

Ambassador – the first one in the region. As a UNIDO Goodwill Ambassador, Ms. 

Peshkova will assist us in building partnerships, fundraising and completing 

programme goals within many UNIDO projects. She will also participate in high-

level international events to communicate the vision and values that guide 

UNIDO’s work to a broad public, all the while highlighting the critical role of 

inclusive and sustainable industrial development.  

At the end, I would like to take this opportunity to express the highest 

appreciation of the Government of the Russian Federation for its continuous 

support of UNIDO, and thank the organizers for giving us an opportunity to be a 

part of this excellent forum.   

 

  

 


