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Excellencies, 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

Dear guests, 

It’s a great pleasure and honor for me to address you today at the 

opening of the Second Eurasian Women’s Forum on behalf of the 

United Nations Industrial Development Organization.    

I am delighted to witness such a high turnout of high-level 

government representatives, policy-makers, entrepreneurs and 

representatives of international business community from all around 

the world. 

I am even more pleased to that a number of men have joined us today.  

We have gathered in the beautiful and historic setting of the 

Tavricheskiy Palace to discuss and advance through our joint efforts a 

salient issue, that of the role of women for global security and 

sustainable development.  

 



3 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

For long a time the international community has viewed issues 

around women’s participation in society as merely a moral 

imperative, a matter of human rights. But it is much more than that. 

Women are a constructive force. They are at the frontlines of 

positive change around the world on a range of issues affecting 

peace, security and sustainable development.  

 

We at UNIDO know that women are key agents of change, who, as 

economic actors, leaders and consumers, play important roles in 

every country’s drive towards higher levels of industrialization. As 

the UN agency mandated to promote inclusive and sustainable 

industrial development (or ISID), UNIDO advocates that the 

empowerment of women has a positive impact on economic and 

social development, enabling prosperity and social cohesion at the 

regional, national and international level.  
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Empowering women economically is without any doubt one of the 

most promising opportunities to lift millions out of poverty and spur 

economic growth and structural change, especially in low- and 

middle-income countries. Its effects span beyond the economic 

sphere since women are more conscious users of natural resources 

and thus can have a significant contribution to environmental 

sustainability.  

 

As mothers, they can foster an empowered future generation.  They 

are also at the heart of peace processes around the world. Those 

interlinkages have been recognized by the international community 

in the transformative 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 

the related Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The vital role of 

women and the need for their full and equal participation and 

leadership in all areas of sustainable development was reaffirmed 

with SDG 5 on gender equality and women empowerment.  
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

UNIDO is fully committed to contributing to the achievement of the 

SDGs, while delivering on its mandate to support Member States in 

achieving inclusive and sustainable industrial development, which is 

fully recognized in SDG 9.  

 

All the 17 SDGs are closely interconnected and through its endeavors 

UNIDO makes a lasting contribution towards achieving SDG 5 

whereby support to women to acquire skills and to gain access to 

productive and financial resources allowing them to compete 

effectively in the economic life of their communities. We are actively 

engaged in empowering women worldwide and to create enabling 

environment for them to play a more active role in the economy.  

 

Apart from generating practical recommendations for harnessing the 

immense potential of women in economic development, UNIDO also 

engages at the grassroots level. 



6 
 

 For example, we work with Syrian women living in refugee camps in 

Turkey to teach them the necessary skills in the area of apparel 

production, allowing them to lead better and more independent lives 

and integrate within their host societies. 

UNIDO has also helped to transfer skills and technologies to assist 

women either to enter the formal labour market or to create, grow 

and develop their own businesses, this happened in Armenia, 

Ethiopia, Iran, Mali, Myanmar, Niger, Senegal, Serbia, Tanzania, 

Zambia, as well as in the countries from the region of Middle East 

and North Africa (MENA region) and the Common Market for Eastern 

(COMESA) and Southern Africa.  

We also work to enhance the access of women in Latin America to 

clean energy, resource-efficient and cleaner production practices and 

technologies to reduce time burdens and detriments to health and 

turn them into competitive and green producers. These are just a 

few examples.  
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Ladies and gentlemen,  

The new era of industrialization marked by Industry 4.0, digitalization 

and innovation entails a range of potential opportunities for 

women’s entrepreneurship and economic empowerment. To achieve 

a critical mass of results, we need to maintain the spirit of 

engagement and continue raising awareness of the benefits of 

empowering women globally. We at UNIDO have been actively 

leveraging partnerships in spreading the word and inducing concrete 

actions.  

Two years ago, UNIDO organized an interregional forum entitled 

“Women’s Entrepreneurship - Challenges and Solutions in Europe 

and the Arab region”. It took place here, in this beautiful city, on the 

side lines of the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum and 

brought together over 220 delegates from 40 regions in the Russian 

Federation and Arab region. This Forum created a foundation for 

future spin-off activities in the field of women’s economic 

empowerment and entrepreneurship.  
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Without losing the momentum, one year later UNIDO organized 

another international forum on the same site, titled “Increasing the 

contribution of women to economic growth and prosperity: Creating 

an enabling environment”. The deliberations of the forum generated 

concrete actions oriented recommendations for harnessing the 

underutilized potential of women in the economy.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

Today, we met again to continue our journey here in the Russian 

Federation. I would like to thank once more the participants at this 

morning event showcasing UNIDO as a Global Platform for the 

Development of Women’s Entrepreneurship.  
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

To conclude I would say: 

“Empowering women is empowering humanity.” Let’s do it 

together. 

I look forward to our discussion, and wish all success to the Eurasian 

Women’s Forum 2018.  

Thank you for your attention.  

 

 

 


