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Radical transformation to the way we use natural resources is central to meeting the needs of future 

generations. The ‘circular economy’ (CE) concept is fast becoming a new model for resilient growth in 

developed and emerging economies. Creating and optimizing resource ‘loops’ along value chains could help 

meet the material needs of a growing population through drastically lower rates of per capita resource use.  

 

Until now, discussions on the CE have paid minimal attention to developing economies other than China. 

But the lack of global attention on developing countries belies a great deal of CE activity. Countries across 

sub-Saharan Africa, South and Southeast Asia and Latin America are all adopting national CE policies and 

bilateral/regional initiatives. A wealth of CE activity is also found among small- and medium-scale 

enterprises and the informal sector in developing countries 

 

Structural constraints – whether institutional capacity, technological shortfall or access to finance – will 

necessitate different pathways to the CE. But developing countries are in a strong position to take advantage 

of the new economic opportunities. Their large informal sectors that already practice ‘circular’ activities – 

in areas like e-waste and phone repairs, for example – could engage in higher-value CE supply chains.  

 

Trade and cooperation are also key ingredients for accelerating the CE in developing economies. 

Capitalizing on existing expertise and capacity in support of the CE will mean establishing regional hubs 

for material recovery, reprocessing or remanufacturing and export. Harnessing opportunities for 

innovation in sectors such as agriculture and construction will depend on leveraging foreign investment. As 

important as financial and material flows will be the flow of knowledge and lesson-learning between those 

implementing the CE and those looking for evidence of effective strategies and interventions. 

 

The next two years present a moment of opportunity to develop a global vision for the CE aligned with 

climate action and the broader sustainable development agenda. There is much scope for aligning CE 

strategies with climate action and sustainable development commitments at the national and international 

level. Key international milestones in global climate change talks, in the delivery of the Sustainable 

Development Goals and in the agreement of a global treaty on biodiversity protection in 2019 and 2020 

present a unique opportunity to integrate the CE into existing global political agendas and catalyse 

increased public and private investment in the roll-out and scale-up of CE solutions in developing countries. 

 

This event will consider the critical role that developing countries will play in regional and global circular 

value chains and will explore pathways through which to accelerate the transition to a CE in developing 

countries. The following questions will be the focus of discussion: 

 

1. How well aligned are the principles and practices of the CE with existing policy priorities in 

developing countries? 

 

2. Under what conditions can CE activities expand and thrive in developing countries? 

 

3. How might greater collaboration at the regional and global level facilitate the scaling up of 

circular value chains, both in developing and developed countries? 

 

Agenda 



 

9:30 – 9:35 | Opening remarks 

  

  
9:35 - 9:50 | Presentation of new Chatham House report 

 
Johanna Lehne, Co-Author, An Inclusive Circular Economy: Priorities for Developing Countries 

 

 
9:50 – 10:30 | In conversation with the panellists  

  
During this panel discussion, speakers will not be asked to give presentations. Instead, the Chair will ask 
interactive questions such as: 
 

• What do you see as the most compelling argument for the CE for developing-country 
governments? And for the private sector operating in developing countries? 

• What’s the most successful circular economy strategy you have seen implemented in a developing 
country and what contributed to its success? 

• If you had a million dollars to invest in the global circular economy, where would you put your 
money and why? 

• In your experience, which regulatory and policy instruments have successfully encouraged the 
scaling up of circular activities? 

• What research, data, metrics and tools are needed to help set clearer objectives and build the case 
for the CE in developing-country contexts?  

• Who is driving the change towards the circular economy (in your country, sector or organisation)? 
 
Speakers: 
 
Ms Nilgun Tas, Deputy Director, Department of Environment, United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO)  
 
Mr Sanjay Seth, Senior Director – Sustainable Habitat Programme, The Energy and Resources Institute 
(TERI) & Chief Executive Officer, Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment (GRIHA) Council 
 
Mr Al-Hamndou Dorsouma, Division Manager, African Development Bank (Cote d'Ivoire) 
 
Mr Joost de Kluijver, Director, Closing the Loop 

 
Ms Johanna Lehne, Co-Author, An Inclusive Circular Economy: Priorities for Developing Countries 

 
 
Chair: Laura Wellesley, Research Fellow – Energy, Environment and Resources, Chatham House 
 

 
10:30 – 11:00 | Q&A 

 

 


