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Launch of the Country Programme for inclusive and sustainable industrial development in the Republic of Moldova, 2019-2023

Chisinau, 14 May 2019
Opening remarks of Ms. Iulia Costin

General State Secretary

Ministry of Economy and Infrastructure of the Republic of Moldova

* UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION FROM ROMANIAN *

Dear Ms. Al-Khatib!

Dear Ms. Omelyan!

Excellences, distinguished representatives of the Permanent Missions in Chisinau!

Distinguished guests and colleagues!
Honoured audience!

Allow me to welcome you to the event for the launch of the Country Programme for inclusive and sustainable industrial development in the Republic of Moldova for the years 2019-2023, signed on 21 December 2019 in Vienna.

Today’s event marks the beginning of a new stage of cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Moldova and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).
The purpose of the Country Programme is the promotion of inclusive and sustainable development in the Republic of Moldova, aspiring towards a high-value added, intelligent specialization and efficient use of resources.
With an estimated budget of EUR 29 million, this programme will contribute to the inclusive and sustainable industrial development of the Republic of Moldova, through specific activities and projects, within three components:
1. Enhanced industrial competitiveness, market access, innovation and investment promotion;
2. Productive employment for rural communities and entrepreneurship development; 

3. Sustainable energy and environmental management.
Promoting inclusive and sustainable industrial development in the Republic of Moldova, including a process of re-industrialization oriented towards high-added value, intelligent specialization and efficient use of resources, constitute development priorities, highlighted in the main policy documents of the Government, especially in the National Development Strategy Moldova – 2030, Strategy for industrialization in the years 2019-2030, National Strategy for Agricultural and Rural Development (NSARD) for the years 2014-2020, National Strategy for the attraction of investments and promoting exports (NSAIPE) for the years 2016-2020, Development strategy for small and medium enterprises for the years 2012-2020, Innovation Strategy of the Republic of Moldova for the period 2013-2020, and last but not least, the Conception of clusters development of the industrial sector in the Republic of Moldova.
I would like to mention that the Strategy for Industrialization for the years 2019-2030, recently elaborated by the MEI (Ministry of Economy and Infrastructure) and submitted for Government approval, includes concrete actions and measures, which cover all economic areas of the country for attracting investments, including in the energy sector, ITC (Internet Technologies and Communications), regional development, education, environment, transportation and others. The priority lies in the creation of new jobs for a qualified workforce, the manufacturing of high value products, increasing companies’ profitability and lucrativeness, as well as incentivizing competitiveness in the business environment.
Following the strategic objective of state policy, as well as the implementation of key objective of the Strategy for Industrialization, we can state with certainty that one of the Government’s priorities is the creation and development of a technologically advanced industrial economic sector, efficient and competitive, compliant with European standards.
By accomplishing this objective, it is hoped to achieve an increase of the share of industry in GDP, an increase of exports of industrial production, and to supply to the maximum the internal market with national products, increasing the number of employees in industry.
The industrial sector in the Republic of Moldova is increasing, accounting for 15.2% of the Gross Domestic Product. The main industry sectors that witnessed rapid growth rates in 2018 were the automotive industry, light industry and food industry.
The growth of industry was supported by extending the activities of Free Economic Area, Industrial Parks, by heightened demand of national products both internally and from abroad, as well as by seizing the opportunities granted by the Association Agreement between the Republic of Moldova and the EU and the international economic cooperation treaties.

It is worth mentioning that industry is in a process of continuous growth and development. At the same time, it is necessary to improve its competitiveness and to facilitate access to international markets.

As such, the Country Programme for Industrial Development in the Republic of Moldova, 2019-2023 will serve to develop a dynamic of involvement and partnership for a sustainable industrial development, focusing on ensuring a long-lasting contribution towards the efforts, actions and the priorities identified by the Government of the Republic of Moldova in the process of securing a stable economy and the implementation of state policies. 

The main institutions involved in the implementation of this Programme is the MEI acting as national coordinator and MARDE (Ministry of Agriculture, Regional Development and Environment) – as an implementation partner.

I would like to mention that the collaboration between the Republic of Moldova and UNIDO began in 1995, with our country benefitting from UNIDO support in the implementation of a series of  national-priorities projects in areas such as the reduction of the carbon emissions by improving energy efficiency; the revision of industrial policies and the adjustment of the normative framework in the field; and the most recent project which was implemented in cooperation with UNIDO, ending in 2017, was the Project EaP Green 2014-2017.
I am convinced that the projects reflected in the Country Programme, within the three components, as well as in other project initiatives that could be drawn up, which will place emphasis on the development and consolidation of the global value chains, the development of export capacities, supporting small and medium enterprises affiliated with the sector, develop tourism, increasing the energy efficiency of industrial processes, rural development, competitiveness and innovation, and last but not least, a special emphasis will be placed on generating new employment opportunities.
As such, launching and implementing this programme will doubtlessly lead to a higher added value of multilateral cooperation, both with UNIDO, as well as with other development partners of the Republic of Moldova.

On this occasion, Excellences, esteemed donors and development partners, please accept the assurances of our gratitude for your attendance at today’s event, for the support given to the Republic of Moldova over the years, and for implementing numerous projects, in various fields. I am convinced that we will continue to be able to rely on your support, and that mobilizing the required funds and expertise for the implementation of the UNIDO Country Programme will be smooth and achievable on the set terms.
Honoured audience!

Finally, allow me to convey the complete openness of national authorities, of the Ministry of Economy and Infrastructure, the Ministry of Agriculture, Regional Development and the Environment, of the Government of the Republic of Moldova, for the successful accomplishment of the Country Programme Framework for sustainable and industrial development, 2019 – 2023. 
We will continue to maintain an open relation, based on trust, with UNIDO and with the Development Partners, in order to ensure the efficient and successful implementation of this programme.
I am certain that the subjects included in the event agenda will generate interesting and productive dialogues, which will materialize in the shortest possible time, in actual projects accompanied by results with an important impact on the country’s economy.
Thank you for your attention and I wish you all fruitful discussions.
