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OBJECTIVE OF THE LDC MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE

As one of UNIDO’s flagship events specifically for Least Developed Countries (LDCs), the Conference 
aims to strategize ways forward for industrialization in LDCs beyond 2020, helping to accomplish their 
graduation. It will include enhancing UNIDO’s mandate and services in LDCs at the ministerial level, 
in the context of contemporary programmatic frameworks such as the Istanbul Programme of Action 
(IPoA), the Third Industrial Development Decade for Africa (IDDA III), the South-South and Triangular 
cooperation and the UNDS reform. 

This year’s event will focus on best practices and lessons learned from ongoing development projects 
in LDCs. In prior consultations with Member States and in the Inter-agency Consultative Group 
meetings on LDCs and Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs), the need was expressed to learn 
more about how industrialization is achieved; about relevant case studies and partnership approaches 
– such as UNIDO’s Programme for Country Partnership (PCP) – and their replication and scaling-up 
for other LDCs. Hence, the agenda will focus on thematic sessions that reflect UNIDO’s inclusive and 
sustainable industrial development (ISID) priorities, as aligned with the IPoA, namely: create shared 
prosperity, advance economic competitiveness, safeguard the environment, and foster knowledge and 
institutions. The Organization’s technical departments and partner agencies will have an opportunity 
to present project results from among their portfolio in LDCs. Conclusions from these lessons learned 
are also expected to create a momentum for the preparations of the next comprehensive programme 
of action on LDCs. UNIDO’s own review of its LDC Operational Strategy, which was launched in July 
2019, is also expected to contribute to the identification of good practices and relevant case studies.

The ministerial debate should therefore directly feed into the preparatory process of LDC-V by yielding 
recommendations on how LDCs could further implement Goal 9 to fulfil their transformative agenda 
towards their graduation within and beyond the IPoA and the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The 
Conference will strategically pave the way for Member States in LDCs to formulate and agree on a joint 
Ministerial Declaration serving as basis for UNIDO to strategize the role of Goal 9 in the current, and 
especially the upcoming, comprehensive programme of action for 2021-2030.  

1.  FORMAT OF THE LDC MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE

The Ministerial Conference will be hosted by the Government of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) on 
2 November 2019 at the Emirates Palace Hotel in Abu Dhabi, prior to the eighteenth session of the 
General Conference of UNIDO, taking place from 3 to 7 November 2019 under the overarching theme 
“Industry 2030 - Innovate. Connect. Transform our Future”. The LDC Conference will consist of plenary 
meetings and interactive sessions and panel discussions. Sessions will be chaired by the elected bureau 
of the eighth Conference (Chair and Vice-Chair Rapporteur). 
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The UNIDO eighth Ministerial Conference of the LDCs will be organized in close collaboration with 
the United Nations Office of the High Representative for LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS (UN-OHRLLS), which 
was designated by the United Nations General Assembly as the focal point of the LDC-V process. 
Other organizations of the United Nations system are expected to contribute to specific sessions of 
the Conference. Substantive sessions will be chaired by participating ministers and internationally-
renowned experts as well as high-level representatives of international, public and private sectors 
engaged in the economic development of LDCs. Some sessions will feature presentations and short 
introductions by UNIDO and technical experts from other organizations on specific topics and issues 
presented in the provisional Agenda. Interactive discussions will focus on concrete examples and best 
practices.

All sessions will include gender equality and empowerment of women and youth as cross-cutting 
issues.

An evening reception will be hosted by UNIDO in cooperation with the host country. 

The working languages of the meeting will be English and French in addition to Arabic as the official 
language of the host country. Interpretation in all three languages will be provided.
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2.  PROVISIONAL AGENDA

8 - 9 a.m. Registration of participants

9 -9:45 a.m.

Opening session
• Introduction by UNIDO/Moderator
• Election of the Bureau of the Conference (Chair  and Vice-Chair 

Rapporteur)
• Opening of the Conference and address by newly elected Chair
• Adoption of the Agenda
• Opening remarks and keynote statements by:

-	 H.E. Mr. Suhail Mohamed Faraj Al Mazrouei  Minister of Energy 
and Industry, United Arab Emirates

-	 Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, Under-Secretary-General 
and High Representative, UN-OHRLLS

-	 Mr. LI Yong, Director General, UNIDO

9:45 -10:15 a.m. Session I:
Review of progress made on structural economic transformation

Progress made in LDCs: Presentations by UN-OHRLLS and UNIDO, 
followed by ministerial discussions

10:15-10:30 a.m. Coffee break

10:30 a.m.-

12 p.m.

Session II:
High-level panel on “Industrial policy instruments and strategies”

Panel at ministerial level discussing lessons learned and innovative 
approaches on industrial policy instruments and strategies

12 -2 p.m. Lunch break
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2 -3:15 p.m.

Session III:
High-level panel on “Innovation in partnerships and funds 
mobilization”

Panel at ministerial level discussing lessons learned and innovative 
approaches on innovation in partnerships and funds mobilization

3:15-3:30 p.m. Coffee break

3:30-4:30 p.m.
Session IV:
Looking beyond 2020: Next Programme of Action

Ministerial debate and vision statements: UNIDO’s positioning for the 
upcoming fifth United Nations Conference on LDCs in 2021 to adopt a new 
programme of action to support LDCs in the period 2021-2030

4:30- 4:45 p.m.
Consideration of the draft Ministerial Statement  
(including industrial priorities for LDCs for 2021-2030): Vice-Chair 
Rapporteur of the Conference

4:45- 5 p.m.

Closing session

•	 Adoption of the LDC Ministerial Declaration
•	 Final remarks by the Chair of the Conference
•	 Closing remarks by Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, Under-

Secretary-General and High Representative, UN-OHRLLS
•	 Closing remarks by Mr. LI Yong, Director General, UNIDO

6 p.m. Cocktail reception
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3.   DRAFT ANNOTATED AGENDA

Opening session

The floor will be given to the newly elected Chair of the Conference to formally open the event and 
discuss the agenda and programme of work for adoption. The Chair will invite the representative of 
the Host Country to deliver welcoming remarks. The Chair will also invite the High Representative of 
UN-OHRLLS to make a statement and the Director General of UNIDO to deliver introductory remarks. 

Session I: Review of progress made on structural economic transformation

The plenary session will start with a general presentation of the progress made on structural economic 
transformation under the Istanbul Plan of Action 2011-2020. The presentation will serve to highlight 
major achievements of UN-OHRLLS and UNIDO for the benefit of LDCs over the past years and address 
issues pertaining to the implementation of the LDC operational strategy and way forward beyond 2020. 

Session II:  High-level panel on “Industrial policy instruments and strategies”

The high-level panel will be facilitated by a moderator and feature a roundtable discussion aiming to 
gather ministers and relevant stakeholders from emerging economies to share valuable solutions for 
LDCs within their area of expertise. The panel session will highlight good practices in national business 
industries relating to industrial policy instruments and strategies. 

Session III:  High-level panel on “Innovation in partnerships and funds mobilization”

Following the same format as the previous one, this panel session will highlight good practices in 
national industries relating to partnerships, cooperation, funds mobilization and value chains, so that 
such examples can be replicated in other LDCs beyond 2020. 

Session IV:  Forward looking beyond 2020: Next Programme of Action

Ministers will be expected to provide vision statements to address the expectations and the role of ISID/
SDG 9 within the upcoming programme of action for LDCs to be adopted at the fifth UN Conference 
on LDCs to take place in Doha in 2021. The Rapporteur will present the draft Ministerial Statement for 
adoption, including strategic objectives for 2021-2030. 

Closing session

The Chair will invite Ministers to adopt the Ministerial Declaration. The Under-Secretary-General and 
High Representative of UN-OHRLLS and the Director General of UNIDO will close the Conference.
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