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REGIONAL WORKSHOPS: 
Industrial Policy for SDG 
Acceleration 
 
 

BACKGROUND 

In a world marked by unprecedented global 
challenges, the path towards sustainable 
development is more critical than ever. Recent 
events such as the COVID-19 pandemic, geopolitical 
tensions, and soaring inflation rates have 
underscored the fragility of progress made towards 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the last 
years. To regain momentum and achieve the 2030 
Agenda, we need renewed commitment, innovative 
strategies, and more than ever, collective efforts. 

At the core of these efforts is industrial 
development. The international community is 
increasingly acknowledging the primer role that 
industry is set to play in reversing the impact of 
these multiple crises and rescuing the SDGs. UNIDO, 
as the leading agency in providing policy advice for 
industrial progress in developing countries, is 
determined in its mission to advance inclusive and 
sustainable industrial development. 

UNIDO’s forthcoming Industrial Development Report 
(IDR) 2024 will shed light on the importance of 
industry and industrial policy in driving sustainable 
development. The Report will track global progress 
towards SDGs 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy), 8 
(Decent Work and Economic Growth), and 9 (Industry, 
Innovation, and Infrastructure), and examine the role 
played by industrialization in achieving these crucial 
goals. Just as importantly, it will provide a detailed 
assessment of the current state and future trends of 
industrial policy within four developing regions: 
Africa, Asia-Pacific, Eastern Europe, and Latin 
America and the Caribbean.

 

To ensure a comprehensive and inclusive approach, 
UNIDO is organizing four regional workshops on 
industrial policy for SDG acceleration on Monday 26 
June from 14:00 to17:30hs CEST (see draft agenda 
below).  

These workshops aim at gathering substantive inputs 
for the IDR 2024 from Member States and regional 
experts, providing a grounded, expert-guided 
foundation for the policy recommendations of the 
report. Additionally, the workshops will serve as a 
platform for dialogue and knowledge sharing, where 
participants can discuss and explore current trends 
and developments related to SDG acceleration 
through industrial policy within their regions. 

While the challenges we face may be unprecedented, 
they also present unique opportunities for 
rethinking, innovating, and forging a resilient and 
inclusive path for industrial development. As we 
navigate an era that demands a strengthened and 
coherent response, we believe these workshops will 
help enhancing our collective capacity to tackle the 
challenges and capitalize on the opportunities, 
paving a sustainable and resilient path towards the 
2030 Agenda.  

 



 
 

 
-2-  

FINAL AGENDA 

Format: Hybrid at UNIDO’s HQs in Vienna. 

Date and time: Monday 26th June 2023, 14:00-17:30hs (CEST). 

Time (CEST) Room Content 

14:00-14:30 

Plenary: CR-7 
 
Virtual: 
Interprefy online 
platform [LINK] 

Opening ceremony 

Moderated by Mr. Cristiano Pasini, Director, Division of Capacity 
Development, Industrial Policy Advice and Statistics, UNIDO  
 
Opening remarks by Mr. Gerd Müller, UNIDO Director General  
 
Keynote presentation by Prof. Jeffrey Sachs [virtual], Director of the 
Center for Sustainable Development, Columbia University  
 
Interventions by high-level experts from the regions: 
- H.E. Alicia Bárcena [virtual], Designated Secretary of 

Foreign Affairs of Mexico 
- Amb. Giampiero Massolo [virtual], President of the 

Institute for International Political Studies (ISPI), Italy 
- Dr. Simona Anamaria  Marinescu [virtual], UN Senior 

Advisor, Small Island Development States (SIDS) 
- Prof. Celestin Monga, Harvard University, former Vice-

President and Chief Economist of the African Development 
Bank Group (tbc) 

 
Goals and structure of the event by Mr. Ciyong Zou, UNIDO Deputy to 
Director General, Managing Director, Directorate of Technical 
Cooperation and Sustainable Industrial Development 

14:30-14:40 - Reallocation to break-up rooms 

14:40-16:40 

Break-up rooms 
 
Africa: CR-7 
[LINK] 
Asia: CR-6 [LINK] 
Eastern Europe: 
CR-5 [LINK] 
LAC: CR-4 [LINK] 

Regional sessions (taking place in parallel):  
Africa, moderated by Mr. Victor Djemba, Chief, Regional Bureau for 
Africa, UNIDO 
Asia-Pacific, moderated by Tsung Ping Chung, Chief, Division of 
Policy Making Organs, UNIDO 
Eastern Europe, moderated by Solomiya Omelyan, Chief, Regional 
Bureau for Europe and Central Asia, UNIDO 
Latin America and the Caribbean, moderated by Cecilia Ugaz, 
Director, Gender Equity and Empowerment of Women Office, UNIDO 
 
- Introduction and scene setting by UNIDO and regional partner 

research institutes  
- Interventions by Member States  
- Comment by Experts  
- Open floor for discussion  
- Conclusions and summary of main takeaways from the session 

https://un.interpret.world/user/sign-in
https://un.interpret.world/user/sign-in
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/e59e0455-95fb-409f-9480-110777202210@426a4931-ec5c-4fcb-9d10-3363ebdf9280
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/8f5c49fc-b345-4e3e-bf18-788fb9fecd82@426a4931-ec5c-4fcb-9d10-3363ebdf9280
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/1275b47c-d0cf-4643-ae8f-263c70c0a26f@426a4931-ec5c-4fcb-9d10-3363ebdf9280
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16:40-17:00 - Coffee Break & reallocation to plenary  

17:00-17:30 

Plenary: CR-7 
 
Virtual: 
Interprefy online 
platform [LINK] 

Concluding session 

Moderated by Mr. Cristiano Pasini, Director, Division of Capacity 
Development, Industrial Policy Advice and Statistics, UNIDO  
Summary of key takeaways from regional sessions, by regional 
session moderators 
Open floor for final remarks, by Member States and experts 
Closing remarks by Mr. Gerd Müller, UNIDO Director General  

 

  

https://un.interpret.world/user/sign-in
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REGIONAL EXPERTS 

Africa 

Name Title/affiliation 

Ms. Fiona Tregenna* Prof. University of Johannesburg, South Africa 

Mr. Alexis Habiyaremye* Senior Researcher, University of Johannesburg 

Ms. Olayinka Lawal Bandele Chief Economist, Inclusive Industrialisation Section, UNECA 
Subregional Office for Southern Africa 

Ms. Mounia Boucetta Senior Fellow, Policy Center for the New South, Morocco 

Mr. Adam Elhiraika Director, Macroeconomic and Governance Division, UNECA 

Mr. Faizel Ismail Prof. University of Cape Town, South Africa 

Mr. Martin Niemetz Sustainable Development Officer, UNDESA 

Mr. Banji Oyelaran-Oyeyinka Special Advisor to the AfDB President on Industrialization 

Mr. Peter Quartey  Prof. University of Ghana, Ghana 

* Lead expert from the regional partner research institute for the production of the IDR 2024 

Asia-Pacific 

Name Title/affiliation 

Mr. Dato' Rajah Rasiah* Executive Director, Asia-Europe Institute, University of Malaya, 
Malaysia 

Ms. Rafaelita Aldaba Undersecretary at Philippine Department of Trade and Industry, 
the Philippines 

Mr. Salim Araji First Economic Affairs Officer, UNESCWA 

Mr. Sachin Chaturvedi Director General at the Research, and Information System for 
Developing Countries (RIS), India  

Mr. Pichet Durongkaveroj Former Minister of Digital Economy and Society, Thailand 

Mr. David Leal-Ayala Deputy Head, Policy Links Unit, Cambridge Industrial Innovation 
Policy, University of Cambridge, United Kingdom 

Mr. Ashraf Mishrif Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industry Chair in Economic 
Studies at Sultan Qaboos University, Oman 

Mr. Kenichi Ohno Prof. National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS), Japan  

* Lead expert from the regional partner research institute for the production of the IDR 2024 
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Eastern Europe 

Name Title/affiliation 

Mr. Mario Holzner* Executive Director, Vienna Institute for International Economic 
Studies (WIIW), Austria 

Mr. Michael Landesmann* Senior Research Associate at WIIW, Austria 

Ms. Marija Askovic Matic Project Coordinator at the Western Balkans 6 Chamber 
Investment Forum 

Ms. Maja Jokanović Head of working group on Industrial Policy, Ministry of Economy 
of Montenegro, Montenegro 

Mr. Rainer Kattel Deputy Director, UCL Institute for Innovation and Public Purpose 
(IIPP), United Kingdom 

Mr. Nenad Milivojević Senior Advisor, Ministry of Economy of Serbia, Serbia 

Mr. Slavo Radosevic Prof. University College London and acting director of the School 
of Slavonic and East European Studies, United Kingdom 

Ms. Jelena Vasić Head of Centre for Strategic Analyses, Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry of Serbia, Serbia 

Ms. Marta Ulbrych Assistant Professor at Cracow University of Economics, Poland 

Mr. Murat A. Yülek Prof. and Director of the Center for Industrial Policy and 
Development, Istanbul Commerce University, Türkiye 

* Lead expert from the regional partner research institute for the production of the IDR 2024 

Latin America 

Name Title/affiliation 

Mr. Wilson Peres* Research Fellow, Instituto de Economia, Universidade Federal do 
Rio de Janeiro (IE-UFRJ), Brazil 

Ms. Julia Torraca* Prof. IE-UFRJ 

Mr. Márcio Guerra Amorim Executive manager, Serviço Nacional de Aprendizagem Industrial 
(SENAI), Brazil 

Mr. Diego Coatz Executive Director and Chief Economist, Argentinean Industrial 
Union, Argentina 

Mr. Clemente Ruiz Durán Prof. Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana, Mexico 

Mr. Carlo Pietrobelli Prof. Universita Roma Tre, Italy 

Ms. Cecilia Plottier Policy Officer at UNECLAC 

Ms. Veronica Robert (tbc) Undersecretary of Strategy for Development, Presidency of 
Argentina, Argentina 

* Lead expert from the regional partner research institute for the production of the IDR 2024 

 

 

 


